
Malawi declares National Disaster after devastating floods 

Heavy incessant torrential rains in the month of January 2015have wrecked havoc 

and caused unprecedented severe and devastating floods in 14 out of 28 districts in 

Malawi. As of 18 January 2015, the number of people killed in the disaster was 

over 176 people with another 200,000 displaced due to the floods.  

As the country struggles to cope with the devastating floods, the President of 

Malawi, His Excellency Prof. Arthur Peter Mutharika, announced a Disaster 

Declaration on 13 January 2015 and appealed for humanitarian assistance, from the 

international donor community. In the announcement, the President described the 

floods as a national tragedy, requiring urgent local and international response.  To 

complement Government’s response to the tragedy, the President called for 

assistance of the civil society, private sector, all well meaning Malawians, donor 

agencies as well as UN arms to alleviate the suffering of the affected Malawians.   

  
His Excellency President Arthur Peter Mutharika visits the flood victims in the lower Shire 

 

In declaring the disaster government announced that intervention and assistance 

required will include, but not restricted to, in the following priority needs: 



 

1) Helicopters and boats  for rescue operations; 

2) Airlifting of relief supplies; 

3) Tents and other mode of appropriate shelter; 

4) Food items; 

5) Drugs; 

6) Chlorine for water purification; 

7) Water bowsers; 

8) Kitchen utensils, firewood; 

9) Clothing, beddings, mosquito nets; 

10) Lighting;  

11) Dignity kits (for women); and 

12) Any relief items that will alleviate the plight of those affected.  

  

The National Disaster Preparedness and Relief Committee, comprising of 

Ministers, Principal Secretaries, senior Malawi Defence Forces (MDF) and the 

Police and cooperating NGOs (World Vision, Malawi Red Cross Society) is  

continuing with efforts to speed up the search and rescue efforts in the affected 

areas. The Committee together with World Food Programme (WFP) have also 

intensified the distribution of food distribution to save lives by meeting immediate 

food needs of the people affected by the floods. Government is also working hard 

to engage all preventive measures to avert outbreak of diseases like cholera in 

camps. 

 

 

  
 



 
 

The Malawi Defense Forces have been deployed to rescue people in the affected 

areas, using helicopters and boats. So far developing partners, international 

organisation and well- wishers have responded positively to the appeal for 

assistance to the affected people. The response is encouraging and government is 

deeply indebted to all the well-wishers who have so far made various donations. 

However, Government is still appealing to well–wishers for additional 

humanitarian assistance. It is estimated that government will require K5 billion to 

deal with the disaster relief, countrywide. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


